
 

 

ISPD activities in less developed countries 2012 

 

The International Society for Peritoneal Dialysis (ISPD) has 

been working over the past several years to support 

initiatives to develop and expand peritoneal dialysis (PD) 

programs in less developed countries. The effort has been 

directed at supporting programs for both Acute Kidney 

Injury (AKI) and Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD). The ISPD has 

been working in conjunction with various organizations to 

support a variety of educational initiatives as well as the 

development and expansion of PD programs.  

The ISPD collaborates in partnership with ISN, IPNA, 

Sustainable Kidney Care Foundation (SKCF), African 

Nephrology Association, the Asian chapter of the ISPD, and various national and philanthropic 

organizations.  

Many regions in the world do not have access to dialysis services to treat patients with Acute Kidney 

Injury and mortality remains high. Acute PD treatment has recently been the subject of several studies, 

suggesting that PD presents a reasonable alternative to the more technically complicated hemodialysis 

or hemofiltration to manage patients with Acute Kidney Injury. In low resource settings, thus, PD offers 

an option that is relatively easy to implement to support patients with Acute Kidney Injury and save the 

lives of patients who would potentially die from Acute Kidney Injury. The cost of implementing such 

treatment is relatively low.   

PD treatment in patients with Chronic Kidney Disease has been developed in many low resource regions 

and is increasingly expanding. It presents several advantages, including: 

 Treatment of patients who do not live near a dialysis center 

 PD does not require technical equipment 

 Cost - saving benefits 

Khartoum PD Unit with Dr Fred Finkelstein (center) 



In order to develop the use and knowledge of PD for both Acute Kidney Injury and Chronic Kidney 

Disease in less developed countries, ISPD has actively promoted and supported various initiatives, such 

as: 

 Organizing conferences and event 

 Providing training to local physicians and nurses  

 Contributing to supplies provision  

 Establishing partnership with other organizations to initiate and sustain care (such as the SKCF 

and AmeriCares).  

 

Overview of ISPD projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) West Africa: Conferences at AFRAN meetings in 2011 in Dakar, Senegal reviewing the use of PD 

to treat Acute Kidney Injury. Conferences at the two prior AFRAN meetings in Khartoum and 

Abuja discussed the role of PD in managing patients with both Acute Kidney Injury and Chronic 



Kidney Disease. A similar program will hopefully be scheduled at the AFRAN meetings this 

February in Accra, Ghana.  

2) Malaysia: A summary of the current understanding of PD to treat Acute Kidney Injury at a 

symposium at the upcoming ISPD meetings in Malaysia in September, 2012.The symposium is 

jointly sponsored by the ISN. A worldwide overview of the use of PD in the developing world 

was the subject of symposium at the ISPD meetings in Istanbul with a review of this symposium 

published in Peritoneal Dialysis International.  

3) Tanzania: Support of a conference in Moshi, Tanzania, reviewing the experience at Kilimanjaro 

Christian Medical Center with PD to treat Acute Kidney Injury. That experience has recently 

been summarized in paper just published in Peritoneal Dialysis International. The use of PD to 

treat patients with Acute Kidney Injury and Chronic Kidney Disease was discussed. The 

conference was attended by physicians from various countries in the Eastern part of Africa and 

has stimulated interest in developing such programs in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

and Malawi.  

4) Democratic Republic of the Congo & Uganda: Support of conferences in Goma, Democratic 

Republic of the Congo (2012), and Kampala, Uganda (2012), discussing the establishment of PD 

programs to treat Acute Kidney Injury and reviewing the basic principles of PD. The PD 

discussions in Uganda were incorporated into a 3 day conference on general nephrology, 

supported by the ISN, SKCF, and IPNA.   

5) Benin Republic & Cameroon: Recent visits to Cotonou, Benin, and Cameroon to explore the 

development of PD to treat patients with Acute Kidney Injury initiatives organized and 

supported by the SKCF.   

6) Egypt & Kenya: Support for the first two conferences of the Egyptian Society of Peritoneal 

Dialysis to explore strategies to expand the use of PD in Egypt for both ACUTE KIDNEY INJURY  

and CHRONIC KIDNEY DISEASE  and a 2 day conference in Nairobi, Kenya, attended by physicians 

and nurses from several East Africa countries 

7) Cambodia: Working with the global health program from the University of Washington and 

Cambodian physicians to develop PD programs in Cambodia for Chronic Kidney Disease and 

Acute Kidney Injury. Trainees have been supported by grants from the ISPD with training done in 

India and Thailand at Sihanouk and Calmette Hospital in Phnom Penh. Other sites outside of the 

capital may be developing programs, as well.  

8) Ethiopia: Exploring the development of programs in Ethiopia for use of PD to treat patients with 

Acute Kidney Injury – this is being done in conjunction with the ISN and the SKCF.  

9) Malawi: Helping arrange training for individuals from Malawi to develop PD programs in that 

country.  

10) Exploring other opportunities to develop programs in conjunction with the SKC in other 

countries such as Ghana. 



From a global perspective, the goal is to continue to support and develop programs to use PD to treat 

patients with Acute Kidney Injury and Chronic Kidney Disease in less developed countries Support will be 

provided for conferences and the training of selected physicians and nurses in the basic principles and 

role of PD. Educational materials and training will be provided to support these programs. Funding to 

help initiate programs will be provided from other sources, primarily the SKCF, and perhaps other 

philanthropic organizations, such as AmeriCares. 

 

Joint Activities of the ISPD and other Organizations 

The ISPD plans to work closely with the ISN, IPNA, and SKCF to fulfill it missions, as noted above.  

The joint planning should include: 

1. Work together to plan ongoing educational activities in developing countries 

2. Work together to help train selected individuals to receive training with judicious use of awards, 

scholarships, and ambassadorships  

3. Focus on securing funding to support programs: the ISN, ISPD, and IPNA should focus on training 

individuals and providing educational support.  Groups like SKCF, should provide financial support to 

obtain supplies and make arrangements with appropriate hospitals, institutions, and governments to 

enable the programs to be sustainable over the long term 

4. Work with other philanthropic groups, such as AmeriCares, to obtain support to develop new 

programs 

5. Work closely with global health programs at Universities to help provide education and medical 

support for developing programs. Good examples of such arrangements are:  

 the program in Tanzania, which has received support from the global health program at Queen's 

College (Kingston, Ontario), 

Democratic Republic of Congo 2012  



 the developments in Cambodia, with assistance from the global health program at the 

University of Washington (Seattle, Washington),  

 possible initiatives in Rwanda, working with the global health program of Yale University (New 

Haven, CT), 

  Support for the potential program developing in Ethiopia, with involvement of the University of 

Toronto. 

6. All organizations involved need to have open communication with each other about activities and 

initiatives which they are supporting and help organize, so that all groups can work together to achieve 

common goals and objectives. In this regard, all partners should share information on a regular basis 

about activities and initiative for posting on websites. It would be helpful to share links about global 

health programs at Universities and exchange information with them 

7. Having ISPD sponsored sessions at ISN meetings and vice-versa, it would be important to promote 

dialogues between the organizations. 

 


